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WHERE PAST PLAYS HOST 
TO THE FUTURE 
This year has marked the entry of the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland into its own exclusive home in one of the State's foremost 
historic buildings. Permission to occupy the restored Commissariat 
Stores building at WiHiam Street, Brisbane, came from the Govern-
ment on 17 September. The Society held its first meeting there on 24 
September, 1981. 
When this Journal went to press, much remained to be done in 
effecting the gradual transfer of our coHections and acquisitions from 
Newstead House and putting the new headquarters into full working 
order. The process wHl, of necessity, continue well into 1982. But 
sufficient has been realised to encourage highest hopes for the Society's 
future. 
The change-over, for instance, places us close to the new Queens-
land Cultural Centre across the Brisbane River and in juxtaposition to 
both the State and the John Oxley Libraries. The new siting is also 
contiguous to the fast developing Parliamentary precinct of State 
buildings. 
The Old Commissariat building itself ranks historically with the 
Windmill on Wickham Terrace as they are the only visible remnants 
of the penal settlement begun at Moreton Bay in the 1820's. It was 
completed in 1829 during Captain Logan's term as commandant. With 
a storey added, it served for years in various capacities as a customs 
house, immigration depot and stores. And now, through the generous 
program of restoration carried out by the Government of Queensland 
over the past two years, it has come to the Society's custodial hands. 
Ample space at three floor levels is available for the display of histor-
ical items, the storage of records, and the housing of the Welsby 
Library. Public interest in the Society's collections, particularly among 
the young, wiH be stimulated when the moving-in operations are 
complete. 
The Government's allocation of such a significant building to the 
R.H.S.Q. IS recognition of what the Society has been doing since its 
foundation in 1913. We are conscious of that honour, and wiH be aim-
ing earnestly to match it with a stdl more active effort in the cause of 
Queensland history in the future. 
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